
The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor 
& the Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave. NW 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503 !
!
I pledge my support to the current International Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Campaign 
that seeks, through economic means, to end the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine.  I also 
whole-heartedly pledge my support to the local campaign being presented to the Grand 
Rapids City Commission by Healing Children of Conflict today, and urgently request that the 
City of Grand Rapids divest from any current investments with companies or financial 
institutions doing business with the State of Israel, as well as that it not sign any future 
contracts with such companies as long as the illegal Israeli occupation and colonization of 
Palestinian lives and land continues.   

I have witnessed first-hand the devastating effects that the long-standing illegal Israeli 
occupation has had on both Israelis and Palestinians, and have seen with my own eyes the 
marks its violence, racism and terror has left on those in its wake – most notably young 
children.  Because of this, I must urgently plead that this call for divestment be heard and be 
heeded.   

The city of Grand Rapids cannot stand idly by as an entire people group are stripped of their 
most basic human rights, day after day after day.  To refuse action now is to be complicit in 
these crimes. 

For these and many additional reasons, I once again state: 

I pledge my support to the current International Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Campaign 
that seeks, through economic means, to end the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine.  I also 
whole-heartedly pledge my support to the local campaign being presented to the Grand 
Rapids City Commission today, and urgently request that the City of Grand Rapids divest from 
any current investments with companies or financial institutions doing business with the State 
of Israel, as well as that it not sign any future contracts with such companies as long as the 
illegal Israeli occupation and colonization of Palestinian lives and land continues.   

 
Sincerely, 

Sarah Hamm. 

!
!



October 13, 2015 !
The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor  
& The Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave, NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 !
My name is AnnaFlora Somers and I am asking the City Commission to support Healing 
the Children of Conflict in its campaign for the City of Grand Rapids to stop doing 
business with those who hurt the Palestinian people.  !
The Israeli attack on Gaza last summer was terrible. People in Gaza couldn't leave the 
area and they are not allowed to return to their ancestral homes in what is now Israel. 
They just had to stay there and die. The Israelis bombed 45 kindergartens! That is 
unconscionable! Israelis killed over 500 children and injured many more. Our American 
bombs blew up those kindergartens and our ammunition killed those children. Their 
parents couldn’t protect them because the people had no place to go. Some even went 
to a UN shelter but the Israelis bombed the shelter and killed them there. !
The Palestinians have asked us to boycott Israel until it treats them fairly, and I feel that 
we have a moral responsibility to help them. !
I am Jewish and the organizer of the Young Jewish Group of Grand Rapids. It is  a 
social group for young Jewish people to get together.  For someone my age, that makes 
me fairly active in my Jewish community. Even though I'm Jewish, I don't think that 
Israel is correct on this issue. Maybe it's because my mom brought me up with a diverse 
group of people so I knew both Jews and Palestinians when I was young. !
Please support the Healing the Children of Conflict initiative and join with the 
international movement to divest from companies who make life worse for the 
Palestinians. Thank you very much. !
Annaflora Somers 
1345 Dunham, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 !



11 October, 2012 
Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall, Grand Rapids,  
MI 49503 !
Dear City Commissioners, !
I’m writing as an absentee member of HCC from a remote village in Jordan where I do 
archaeology. This work has also taken me to the West Bank and Gaza over the past several 
decades, and I have had the opportunity to see the Israeli occupation and annexation of the 
Palestinian territories evolve up close. This means I have stood with Palestinians for hours at 
checkpoints, all of us held in place with machine guns pointed in our faces, watching nervous 
fingers twitch on triggers.  !
My last visit to the West Bank was two weeks ago, and I observed that the treatment of the 
Palestinian people by soldiers manning the 600 checkpoints and the illegal settlers roaming 
through villages with intent of violence to persons and property, and the prospect of an end 
to occupation more hopeless than ever. As you may know, the news from Palestine is grimmer 
by the day.  !
The point of this letter is that numerous international businesses, whether by selling 
weapons, soda pop or railroads, profit from this illegal and racially demeaning occupation, 
and by doing so gloss over its injustices and abet its entrenchment. By that they participate in 
one of the worst instances of ethnic discrimination in the world today. !
I therefore petition that the city of Grand Rapids extract itself from being vested in any 
company so involved, in the ways spelled out by my colleagues in Healing Children of Conflict 
as it represents the world wide BDS - Boycott, Divest and Sanctions - movement.   !
Sincerely, !
Bert de Vries  
Professor of Archaeology 
Calvin College Grand Rapids, MI



CHRISTINE A. YARED, PLC 
Attorney & Counselor at Law 

2503 Mason Ridge Court NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49525 

616.363.9041 
cayared@comcast.net !

October 13, 2015  !!
The Honorable George Heartwell 
Commissioners Rosalynn Bliss, Walt Gutowski, Ruth E. Kelly,  
Senita Lenear, Elias Lumpkins, Jr. and Dave Shaffer  
The City of Grand Rapids 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49503 !
Re:  Divestment !
Dear Mayor Heartwell and Commissioners:  !
I am writing to you as a lifelong resident, parent and proud graduate of Grand Rapids Central 
High School. I have been practicing law for 30 years and teach as an adjunct professor at Grand 
Valley State University. In the 1980's I worked for three years as an Assistant City Attorney for 
the City of Grand Rapids. In the 1990's I was on the board and president of the Lesbian, Gay and 
Bisexual Community Network of Western Michigan, now referred to as The Network. I have 
been a part of Healing Children of Conflict since its inception several years ago. !
While attending law school in the early 1980's, I was proud to read that my City passed a 
divestment resolution to oppose apartheid in South Africa. In 1994, I was proud when my City 
passed a civil rights ordinance banning discrimination based on gender orientation. I am writing 
to ask the City to continue this tradition of taking action to promote social justice abroad and at 
home.  !
For decades the Israeli government has violated international law and the human rights of 
Palestinians by maintaining an illegal occupation of Palestine, bulldozing Palestinian homes and 
giving their property away, constantly expanding illegal settlements, building the Wall, 
maintaining checkpoints which severely limit Palestinian access to basic needs such as work, 
family, medical treatment and education, severely restricting Palestinian access to water, 
electricity, food and other basic resources, engaging in illegal detentions, using sophisticated 
military weapons and technology to kill and permanently injure Palestinian children and families 
who have neither a military nor a place to run, and engaging in other intentional acts which 
amount to ethnic cleansing. !



The world is finally taking note. Individuals from nations across the globe, along with cities, 
counties, religious institutions, educational institutions, unions, social justice organizations and 
other groups are not merely learning about these actions but they are engaging in grassroots 
organizing to support the Boycott-Divestment-Sanction movement. The individuals supporting 
this movement include people who have devoted their lives to justice and the improvement of the  
human condition such as the late Nelson Mandela, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, former President 
Jimmy Carter, Noam Chomsky, Alice Walker, Stephen Hawking, Cornel West, the late poet 
Adrienne Rich, Bill Gates and the late Stephane Héssel, a Jewish Holocaust survivor, contributor 
to the writing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and French diplomat. !
On June 17, 2015, Archbishop Desmond Tutu wrote about his support of the BDS campaign 
explaining:    
  
 We condemn the brutality of Israel’s policies. But we do not condemn Judaism or   
Jews. As South Africans, we recognise institutionalized racism when we see it. We   
have experienced the corrosive effects of segregation – and have witnessed the healing  power 
and joy of reconciliation. It is unconscionable to remain silent, or neutral, in  the face of 
injustice. Neutrality maintains the status quo and compounds the injustice.  !
I want my City to be an engine of change and a beacon of human rights. Jewish Voice for Peace, 
an American organization working for peace and justice for all peoples in the Middle East, 
created a six minute animated historical introduction to the Israel/Palestine issue. Please take the 
time to view this educational clip at: https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/israeli-palestinian-
conflict-101/. !
Divestment in the 1980's provided the impetus for the South African government to abandon an 
apartheid system by demonstrating that its human rights abuses were no longer economically 
viable. This City of Grand Rapids was a part of that change. Today, the eyes of the world are 
sorely needed to be focused on the apartheid political and economic system in Israel. I ask you to 
make sure that the City follows its tradition by ensuring that the resources of this wonderful City  
are not used to maintain and continue this grave injustice.  !
I urge you to pass a divestment resolution providing that the City will not hold investments in 
companies profiting from the Israeli occupation of Palestine and will not spend public money to 
support companies who profit from the occupation. !
       Sincerely,   !!
       Christine A. Yared 



! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  July 26, 2015 !!
This letter is to show my support for Healing Children of Conflict in their effort to 
get the City of Grand Rapids to adopt a divestment policy that supports the 
international Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) Campaign against the 
State of Israel. !
Over the years, I have become increasingly aware of the brutal oppression that 
Israel inflicts against Palestinians, particularly civilians, including children. !
Despite the overwhelming global opposition to Israel’s treatment of Palestinians, 
the United States government continues to provide $3 billion annually to Israel. 
This support, mostly for military aid, has been ongoing since the 1970s and is not 
likely to change in the near future, since it appears politically impossible to vote 
against ongoing US support for Israel.  !
Therefore, the most effective tactic seems to be to support the international BDS 
Campaign.  !
I work in student services at Grand Valley State University and I always try to 
impress upon our students the importance of acting with integrity, but also the 
importance of taking action that effective and supports justice. !
I urge the City of Grand Rapids to adopt a divestment policy and support HCC’s 
call for a resolution. !
This is a matter of justice and it would continue the legacy of this city, which 
adopted a divestment policy against South African Apartheid in the 1980s. Let us 
not be complicit in crimes against humanity. Let us instead stand in solidarity with 
those who are being oppressed. !!
Sincerely, !
Colette Seguin Beighley 
987 Three Mile Rd NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 
49505



Diane Baum 
1345 Dunham, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI !
October 12, 2015 !
The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor 
& The Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave, NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 !
I am a longtime Jewish resident of Grand Rapids, and I write today to urge the Grand 
Rapids City Commission to support Healing Children of Conflict's local initiative to get 
the City of Grand Rapids to endorse the call for a global Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions campaign against Israel until that country restores human and civil rights to the 
Palestinian and Bedouin populations it controls. !
In Israel, the vast majority of the land and services are unavailable to non-Jews. In 
education, healthcare, agriculture, business, construction, transportation, water allocation, 
in almost every sector of life, Israelis treat their non-Jewish residents as inferiors. There 
are places non-Jews cannot live, roads upon which they cannot travel, and checkpoints 
and walls to make their already dangerous and degraded lives humiliating. In the 
occupied areas, Palestinian residents have neither citizenship nor voting rights, and their 
Israeli masters inflict heavy restrictions and penalties upon them. Palestinians have very 
few avenues left to them to protest their status, and when they do protest, all resistance is 
met with a heavy hand: house demolitions, imprisonment, death. !
Years ago, Israel forced many Palestinians off their lands and into the Bantustan of Gaza; 
last August, Israel blasted and bombed this densely populated area into rubble, using US 
weapons, money and protection to destroy houses, apartment buildings, mosques, 
hospitals, schools, the water system, a UN shelter and thousands of people, including 
hundreds of children. Gaza is now barely habitable and almost none of what Israel 
destroyed has been rebuilt, or probably ever will be. !
I object to our tax money financing this horrific situation, and I object to our government 
pressuring the world to go along with it. !
The federal government gives money and weapons directly to Israel. Yet the City of 
Grand Rapids is indirectly complicit when it uses our tax money in doing business with 
companies that contribute to the degradation of the Palestinians. !



Grand Rapids has a contract with Veolia  which ran segregated transportation on the West 
Bank during much of the time when our city contracted with that company. Due to 
international pressure, Veolia recently divested their immoral enterprises, thank heaven. 
Today, we want to make sure that nothing like that ever happens again, that Grand Rapids 
refrains from entering into business dealings with companies that profit from Israeli 
apartheid practices and occupation. !
Jewish supporters of Israel might say that all Jews support Israel. They might say that to 
be against the discriminatory policies of Israel is to be "antiSemitic." I say that it is just 
the opposite  that WHAT ISRAEL IS DOING IS AGAINST MY JEWISH RELIGION 
AND CAUSES ANTISEMITISM. !
As someone who attends worship regularly in a Jewish synagogue, it is very difficult for 
me personally to go against what many of my coreligionists advocate. I deeply respect 
people who sincerely practice my religion, particularly my elders whom I have known all 
my life. Many Jews want to silence people like me, people who speak up to advocate 
fairness for the Palestinians. Yet many of the same people loudly accuse the world of 
NOT SPEAKING UP when Jews were the group undergoing immense suffering at the 
hands of a government and an occupying power. !
Decades ago, the City of Grand Rapids, along with other political entities and 
organizations, joined the boycott against South Africa. Because we and others took those 
actions, a now universallyadmired Nelson Mandela was free to help shape the new, free 
South Africa, a place where all people, regardless of ethnicity, have equal rights. !
International pressure changed the policies of that country then, and it can do so again in 
Israel. After surviving his 27-year imprisonment, as he was serving as president of his 
country, Nelson Mandela said (December 4, 1997): "We know too well that our freedom 
is incomplete without the freedom of Palestinians." !
I call on the Grand Rapids City Commission to resolve to avoid dealings with companies 
and other entities that collude with those who profit from the oppression of the 
Palestinian people. !
Diane Baum





!!!!!!
October 13, 2015 !
The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor  
& The Grand Rapids City Commission !
As part of the coalition headed by Healing Children of Conflict I write in ardent support of the 
request that the City of Grand Rapids divest from any current investments with companies or 
financial institutions doing business with the State of Israel and that it not sign any contracts with 
such companies for as long as the illegal Israeli occupation and colonization of Palestinian land 
continues. !
The Boycott, Sanctions, and Divesture movement in relation to the illegal, debilitating, and 
deadly oppressive occupation of Palestinian lands by the State of Israel is growing rapidly the 
world over. It is the best hope for a non-violent solution to this terrible injustice and growing 
threat to the region. !
This struggle may seem a long way away from the city of Grand Rapids or the business of the 
City Commission. However, it affects scores of people in our community who have been forced 
to flee, whose lands have been seized, and whose family and friends have been killed, 
displaced, or are living under daily threat and oppression. Further, there are times when an 
injustice is so egregious and when our action can truly make a difference, that we are compelled 
to act.  !
Your predecessor City Commission realized this when it acted in 1982 to divest from 
corporations doing business in Apartheid South Africa. They made this stance early in the 
divestment campaign even though the U. S. government and many local organizations were still 
supporting the South African Apartheid government.  !
The effect of the policies and practices of the Israeli Government toward the Palestinians are all 
too reminiscent of those of the South African Apartheid government. In fact South African 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu has made this comparison and called upon the world 
community to join in the growing boycott, sanctions, and divestment movement toward Israel 
and corporations profiteering from the Occupation. Nelson Mandela famously said that the 
South Africans will not feel free until Palestinians are free. !
I urge you, as the Grand Rapids City Commission to once again stand on the right side of 
history. Act to cease and refuse to be complicit (and make Grand Rapids residents complicit) in 
this cycle of violence and retaliation perpetuated by the Israeli Government’s policy toward 
Palestinians and Palestinian lands. Stand on the right side of justice and a non-violent solution. !
Sincerely, !!!
Rev. Doug Van Doren, Pastor



  

To: The Honorable George Heartwell, Mayor and City Commission of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

!
We, the Mission Committee of Eastminster Presbyterian Church- Grand 
Rapids, stand in solidarity with and support of Healing Children of 
Conflict in its request that the City of Grand  Rapids discontinue any 
contracts with companies doing business with the State of Israel which 
continue to prolong the occupation and suffering  of the Palestinian 
people, and the children of Palestine in particular, in the occupied 
territories of the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. Having members 
who have witnessed, first hand, the devastating effect of occupation  and 
oppression of six decades;  arresting, detaining, and incarcerating 
children; of being victims of land- grabbing, destruction of fruit groves 
and farm fields; of night raids, dispossession and home demolitions; living 
in overcrowded sub-human refugee camps for now five generations; lack 
of access to water; and dehumanizing effect of living in one’s own land 
imprisoned by a 26-foot cement wall; we cannot condone the use of our 
tax dollars in investing in companies which profit from activity prolonging 
such suffering. 

   Children are our most precious assets. Children are the hope of the 
world. Children are the hope and future of this city. We ask you, what  
kind of a city are we if we continue to invest in companies directly and/
or indirectly profiting from such abuse of these most precious assets. 

    Therefore, we strongly urge you accept the request of Healing Children 
of Conflict to divest from and refrain from future contracts with 
companies profiting from such inhumane suffering , oppression and 
occupation. 

Sincerely, 

The Mission Committee of Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

1700 Woodward SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506



To: Grand Rapids City Commission! ! ! ! July 8, 2015!
re: Healing Children of Conflict Divestment Campaign!!!
This letter is to endorse the Healing Children of Conflict Campaign to get 
the City of Grand Rapids to pass a divestment resolution in regards to 
Israeli Apartheid.!!
Our group, Foco Rojo, formed as a response to the murder of innocent 
civilians in Mexico, civilians that are casualties of the so-called War on 
Drugs. However, we know that the US has funded the Mexican government 
several billion dollars in recent years, in a joint effort called Plan Merida or 
Plan Mexico. The result has been to put more weapons into the hands of 
the Mexican military and Police, resulting in more deaths and no reduction 
of the drug trade. We believe that the US financing of Plan Merida means 
that US policy is partly responsible for the violence and we do not want our 
tax dollars being used for such violence.!!
In the same way, we understand that the US government provides $3 
billion every year to the state of Israel, a country that oppresses the 
Palestinian people and illegally occupies their land. We also recognize that 
every US administration in recent decades and every Congress has 
unanimously endorsed provided military aid to Israel, aid which results in 
the deaths of thousands of Palestinian civilians each year.!!
Therefore, we believe that the best path to fighting Israeli Apartheid is to 
support the international Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Campaign 
(BDS). Thus it is crucial for the City of Grand Rapids to pass a resolution 
stating it will not support Israeli Apartheid and divest from any current or 
future companies or financial institutions that do business with Israel or 
profit from the Israeli occupation.!!
We urge you to do so on behalf of justice.!!
Members of Foco Rojo



October 10, 2015 !
Dear Mayor George Heartwell and The Grand Rapids City Commission !
I am writing to express my sincere support for Healing Children of Conflict’s initiative calling for 
Grand Rapids to divest from companies that profit from the Israeli occupation. As a former 
resident of Grand Rapids who recently spent a year and a half working as a journalist in the 
occupied Palestinian territories, I can say that divestment is simply the responsible thing to do, 
especially for a city commission that has a history of passing progressive measures such as 
divesting from Apartheid South Africa in 1982. !
In my classes as a student at Grand Valley State University, I came to learn about the Apartheid-
like situation that Palestinians living under Israeli occupation are experiencing. When I traveled 
to Palestine in late 2013, the brutality that I had only read about came to life before my eyes: 
Palestinian homes being demolished by Caterpillar bulldozers; humiliating, racist checkpoint 
systems powered by HP; Palestinian protesters being shot dead by American-made weapons in 
Bethlehem; civilian homes in Gaza being decimated by missiles sold to Israel by the US. While 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict may seem distant and disconnected from us in North America, in 
reality US companies are profiting off of this deadly system of oppression and American tax 
dollars are helping to fund it. Thus, we as American citizens and residents of Grand Rapids are 
already invested in occupation and complicit in its crimes. Divestment is an important step we 
can take in removing our own culpability for the horrendous situation. !
In 2005, Palestinian civil society called for a campaign of boycotts, divestment, and sanctions 
(BDS) against the Israeli occupation. Participating in BDS is an effective way to support an 
oppressed people’s nonviolent resistance against its oppressor. In fact, the BDS movement has 
been so influential in changing the way the global public sees the Palestinian issue that it has 
begun worrying top Israeli officials. In response, many of them have led smear campaigns calling 
BDS anti-Semitic. This is certainly not the case. Among the BDS movement’s most ardent 
supporters is Jewish Voice for Peace, a large community of mainly Jewish activists who oppose 
the occupation. A number of US Christian organizations - the United Church of Christ and the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), just to name two - have also passed BDS resolutions in recent years. 
By joining these organizations in divesting from companies that are profiteering off of the 
occupation, Grand Rapids would be choosing to stand on the right side of history, just as it did 
when it divested from South African Apartheid. !
I thus urge the city commission to heed HCC’s call for divestment, and for peace and justice for 
children whose lives are marred by US-backed military aggression. Right now, this call is 
especially urgent: every day, young Palestinians are losing their lives in an ongoing uptick of 
violence in the occupied territories. Last week, 13-year-old Abdel Rahman Obeidallah was shot 
and killed by Israeli forces on his way home from school during clashes in a refugee camp in 
Bethlehem. Over the past few days, Palestinians protesting at the border fence in Gaza have been 
fired upon by Israeli soldiers, who have killed nine demonstrators so far including a 12-year-old 
and two 15-year-olds. For the violence to end, the occupation needs to end. One of the best things 
we can do to help bring about that end is divestment. !
As individuals of strong conscience who care deeply for the human rights of all, please take this 
step to divest from the Israeli occupation. Making this decision would be consistent with Grand 
Rapids’ record of being on the right side of history. Take this opportunity to continue that legacy. 
 
Sincerely,  !
Graham Liddell



          !  
Grand Rapids City Commission !
It is with great honor that the Grand Rapids Institute for Information 
Democracy submits this letter of support to Healing Children of Conflict and 
their effort to get the City of Grand Rapids to divest from companies 
profiting off of the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land. 
The Grand Rapids Institute for Information Democracy has been a partner 
with Healing Children of Conflict (HCC) since its’ beginning. We supported 
the HCC decision to bring an Iraqi boy named Hamzah to Grand Rapids to 
be fitted for a prosthetic leg after he lost it due to a US military missile strike 
hit his home in Bagdad.  
HCC has been doing work to challenge the US military and financial support 
of Israel over the past 5 years, but recently decided that the best strategy to 
fight the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land was to participate in 
the international Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign.  
We call on the City of Grand Rapids to do the right thing, the just thing, the 
compassionate thing, by divesting from Israeli Apartheid and adopting a 
resolution similar to the one adopted in 1982 against South African 
Apartheid. 
By doing this, Grand Rapids will join thousands of campaigns around the 
world that are saying no to corporations profiting off of the racist violence of 
the state of Israel. 
!
Respectfully 
Jeff Smith 
Director of GRIID 
jsmith@griid.org 
987 3 Mile Rd NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 
49505

mailto:jsmith@griid.org


Letter of Endorsement of Healing Children of Conflict!  
BDS Campaign 
!
Dear Grand Rapids City Commissioners and Mayor Heartwell
!
We are writing to you today to express our support for the Boycott, 
Divestment & Sanctions Campaign that the group Healing Children of 
Conflict has organized.
!
The campaign is asking two things from this elected body. First, to pass a 
resolution in support of divestment from any company or financial 
institution doing business with Israel or profiting from the Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land. Secondly, that the City of Grand Rapids 
ends its contract with Veolia, the French multi-national corporation that is 
profiting from the Israeli occupation.
!
We encourage you to support such a campaign because it is the right 
thing to do, the justice thing to do and because it is what a growing 
number of people, organizations and institutions around the world are 
endorsing.
!
Equally important is the fact that the City of Grand Rapids has taken a 
similar action in the 1980s. Another grassroots effort organized in Grand 
Rapids, in conjunction with an international campaign asked this city 
government to divest from Apartheid South Africa. The City Commission 
voted in favor and passed a resolution in 1982 and within a few years had 
divested from any holdings from financial institutions doing business with 
South Africa.
!
We encourage this elected body to have the same courage as their 
colleagues in the 1980s to pass a resolution and divest from the 
companies and financial institutions profiting from the Apartheid 
government of Israel.
!
Be a part of history. Help us practice justice.




!
Respectfully

Members of the Grand Rapids People’s History Project

http://grpeopleshistory.org/ 

http://grpeopleshistory.org/


To: The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor & The Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall, 300 Monroe Ave, NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
          October 6, 2015 !
Dear Honorable George Heartwell Mayor & The Grand Rapids City Commission,  !
The Institute for Global Education (IGE) opposes racist discrimination and seeks peace. This is 
why we request the City of Grand Rapids divest from Apartheid Israel. Like Apartheid South 
Africa before, the Israeli government is based on the supremacy of some over others and it 
cannot last. In South Africa it was “whites only”, while in Israel it is “Jews only”.  
 
Without U.S. government support, the Israel government would be unable to oppress the 
Palestinian people. Israel would have to seek peace and unity. The U.S. and Israel undermine and 
make war on every independent and progressive movement in the region. It is the same role 
Apartheid South Africa played in regards to its neighbors. The U.S. media always presents it as 
religious differences, between Muslims, Christians, and Jews, but we are not fooled, it is about 
U.S. domination and Empire.  !
The IGE wants the U.S. government to stop sending military aid and funding Israel. No more 
“Made in the U.S.A.” missiles, drones, or military equipment. Stop spending billions per year on 
Israel and start spending it on good paying jobs here in Grand Rapids. Spend our tax money on 
teacher’s salaries, health care, and ending poverty. Why are Michiganders scrambling for funds 
to fill potholes on our roads, while our tax money goes to blowing holes in Palestinian homes?  !
The City of Grand Rapids can take action immediately to cut ties with corporations doing 
business with Apartheid Israel. We want a City that leads, as Grand Rapids did in divesting from 
Apartheid South Africa. We know what you are going to say, “This deserves more time and 
study.” We remind you that many children were killed and injured this very week. Israel’s attack 
on Gaza in August 2014 killed over 547 children, targeting and destroying schools and hospitals, 
and leveling neighborhoods. We can no longer wait.  !
The time to act for peace with justice is upon us. The worldwide Boycott, Divest, and Sanction 
Apartheid Israel movement is growing and gaining strength. We join with Healing Children of 
Conflict in the “campaign to get the City of Grand Rapids to divest”.   !
Divestment is an important step on the road to transformation to a “New Palestine”. Palestine can 
be a peaceful and great country where people can live together as one, with democracy, equality, 
and respect for the rights of others under the law. Apartheid Israel must go and the City of Grand 
Rapids needs to divest now.   !!
With regards, Tom Burke, IGE Board Member  
Institute for Global Education, 1118 Wealthy Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49506



The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor  
& The Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave, NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 !
!
My name is Jerry Marogil and I am a resident, taxpayer, employer, and landowner in the City of 
Grand Rapids.  I’m writing in favor of the organization Healing Children of Conflict and the 
global “BDS” movement in support of Palestinian rights. 

I take this position not without awareness of the historic suffering of the Jewish people.  I 
understand the impulse and impetus for the righteous goal of self determination.  But I take this 
position in view of a basic flaw in the drive for Jewish nationalism in the land now known as 
Israel.  There is a significant indigenous non-Jewish population present in that land.  The very 
existence of this group threatens the nature of a State intended for Jews.  The attempts to resolve 
this contradiction have ranged from political exclusion and discrimination, to military occupation 
and ethnic cleansing - as was carried out against my mother’s Christian family when they were 
evacuated from their historic homeland in 1948. 

I am not claiming to know the solution to this demoralizing and destabilizing conflict.  But we 
must acknowledge with certainty that there is a stronger and a weaker party to this conflict.  
There is one party causing immensely more suffering to the other party than vise versa, 
perpetuating a system of ethnic dominance contrary to ideals of the United States.  And still that 
the United States and our civic institutions are complicit in these conditions with routine and 
nearly unconditional support.  Please accept this letter as a serious request that our City refuse to 
be complicit, as it also chose with regard to South Africa in 1982. 

!
Thank you very much, 

!
-Jerry Marogil !
1142 Crescent St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503



October 12, 2015 !
Mayor George Heartwell and  
Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall  
300 West Monroe 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 !
Dear Mayor Heartwell and members of the Grand Rapids City Commission: !
I write to ask that the Grand Rapids City Council take immediate measures to withdraw 
the city of Grand Rapids’ investments in companies or financial institutions doing 
business with the State of Israel, as long as the illegal occupation of Palestinian lands 
continues.  I believe that divestment is our ethical responsibility and the most effective 
way to publicly protest ongoing gross human rights abuses in Palestine.  It is also a 
practical objective for the city of Grand Rapids, a way to extend and publicize the city’s 
commitment to being welcoming and progressive. !
I have lived and worked in West Michigan for seventeen years and I raised five children 
here.  I am a Professor of English Literature at Hope College and a homeowner in 
Holland. I am not a resident of Grand Rapids, but I feel a strong connection to the city—
as a chief source of culture, cuisine, community and connectedness for me since I moved 
here in 1998.  My children grew up going to events at Rosa Park Circle, Meijer Gardens, 
and the Public Library.  I continue to send my students to GR for internships, or to see 
art, movies, or lectures at one of the other colleges or universities.  For the most part, my 
students and grown children see Grand Rapids as a place where incredibly progressive 
things are happening—Gay Pride, the BlackLivesMatter Movement, Art Prize—the sorts 
of things that have made them think harder about staying in West Michigan after they 
graduate.   !
I have tried to teach my children and my students to be responsible citizens, and often 
that meant showing them by example that we need to take part in important conversations 
that are happening in the community, the country, and the world.  I would like my 
children and my students to believe that they can help shape the direction of their 
communities, if they will only have the courage to engage.  One of the reasons that I am 
participating in this BDS campaign is because I want to continue to set an example for 
my children and my students, by lending my voice publicly to this important conversation 
about our connection here in West Michigan to human rights violations in the occupied 
territories. I believe war crimes are being committed in my name, with weapons supplied 
using my tax dollars.  And I know that what happens on the West Bank impacts the rest of 
the world.  Failing to take a stand is to me a form of ongoing complicity.  !



Joining the international BDS campaign would send out a strong signal about Grand 
Rapids’ ongoing commitment to being the sort of city where young and old socially- 
responsible folks want to live.  It is a fact that macro and micro aggressions are making 
daily life intolerable for millions of Palestinians. Committing as a community to putting 
public pressure on companies profiteering off this suffering is one clear and peaceful way 
to raise our voices in protest.  As we know, BDS campaigns have been successful in the 
past, and Grand Rapids has a history in taking a stand on important issues such as this.   
Divestment would be a smart investment:  in doing the right thing, and in making Grand 
Rapids the sort of city that I, my grown children, and many of my students at Hope 
College want to support with our time, our energy, our taxes, our business.   !
I hope that the city council of Grand Rapids will practice courage, listen to members of 
Healing Children of Conflict and other voices supporting this BDS campaign, and stop 
doing business with those profiting from conflict and the suffering of millions of 
Palestinians.  !!
Sincerely, !!!!
Dr. Julie Kipp 
Department of English 
Hope College



Grand Rapids City Commission  
Main Office, City Hall - 2nd Floor  
300 Monroe Avenue NW  
Grand Rapids MI 49503  
 
October 9, 2015  
 
Dear City Commissioners:  
 
As a native of Grand Rapids, MI and one with Palestinian roots, I urge the respectable city 
commission to take appropriate action in supporting the Palestinian people in their plight for 
liberation and their fight against injustice. As I am typing this letter to the members of city 
council, The Israeli Defense Force has shot a 13-year-old Palestinian boy. Israeli forces have 
killed 12 Palestinians and injured more than 900 during the last few days of attacks across the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, and inside present-day Israel. These “clashes,” as 
mainstream media would like to refer to them, are only the recent violence inflicted upon the 
Palestinians. Violence against Palestinians has been ongoing for many decades. These are a 
people with no military, no navy, no air force-- no means to defend themselves. The city that my 
family and I call home indirectly supports the atrocities conducted by the Israeli government.   !
We have an obligation to every last victim of this illegal aggression, for all of this carnage has 
been done in our name. In these times, remaining silent on our responsibility to the world and its 
future is criminal, and in light of our complicity in the supreme crimes against humanity in 
Palestine and ongoing violations of the UN charter and international law, how dare any American 
criticize the actions of legitimate resistance to illegal occupation?  !
Palestinian society today is defined by house raids, death squads, checkpoints, detentions, 
curfews, blood in the streets, and constant violence. We must dare to speak out in support of the 
Palestinian people, who resist and endure the horrific existence brought upon them.  !
We must be on the right side of history. Endorse the BDS movement (Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions) until Israel complies with international law and stops its construction of illegal 
settlements. This stance is similar to the stance many nations and businesses took against 
apartheid South Africa, and the stance many businesses, universities and nations are taking now 
towards Israel.  !
As a citizen of this country, a resident of Grand Rapids, who works and goes to school in this 
great city, I am not asking the city commissioners to choose a “side,” nor am I asking for a 
political solution. I am asking that this city not fund the loss of innocent lives in the holiest land 
of the Abrahamic faiths.  
 
Sincerely,  



 
Khader J  





The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor  
& The Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave, NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 !
Dear Mayor Heartwell and City Commissioners: 

My name is David Alvarez and I teach contemporary international literature at Grand 
Valley State University where I'm a full Professor of English and an affiliate of the 
Middle East Studies Program. I'm also currently serving as coordinator for Healing 
Children of Conflict/HCC, a Grand Rapids-based non-profit and all-volunteer 
organization that seeks to provide medical care to children who have been injured in 
Middle East conflicts that the United States either has directly caused (Iraq, Afghanistan) 
or that is sustaining with weapons, diplomacy, and billions of dollars in aid (the Israeli 
occupation of Palestine).  The other part of our mission is to educate the West Michigan 
community about the root causes of these conflicts, conflicts that our mass media usually 
represent through a highly distorted lens. To that end we've brought a number of 
distinguished speakers to town, such as the Palestinian Christian theologian, Father Naem 
Ateek, often referred to as "Palestine's Desmond Tutu", and have held film screenings 
and other educational events at which attendees can hear the sorts of perspectives that 
rarely make it into our public sphere here in the US, even though in most other countries 
such perspectives are part of the mainstream conversation. 

One way in which US mass media regularly distort the conflict in Palestine and Israel is 
by representing it as an age-old dispute whose origins go back to Biblical days and whose 
parties seem doomed to mutual misunderstanding and hatred. As someone with numerous 
friends, colleagues, and former students among both Palestinians and Jewish Israelis, I 
can say that whenever open conflict breaks out between them, I have to worry about all 
of them. However, I have to worry about my Palestinian friends, colleagues, and former 
students much more, for the simple reason that they are far more likely to be injured or 
killed than their Israeli counterparts, on the order of anywhere between 10 to 1 and 100 to 
1. Moreover, I have to worry about my Palestinian friends, colleagues, and former 
students all the time, even when there are no major clashes taking place. The simple 
reason for this is that the Palestinians live under a brutal military occupation that has 
deprived them of all civil and political rights since 1967 and that deepened the injustice 
that the Palestinians suffered when three quarters of them were forcibly driven from their 
lands and homes to make way for the State of Israel and not allowed to return in violation 



of international law. Every day and in every imaginable way, Israeli soldiers, police 
officers, and armed settlers make life a barely endurable succession of humiliations for 
the vast majority of Palestinians, whose plight has been compared with that of black 
South Africans suffering under apartheid by such distinguished stalwarts of the anti-
apartheid and pro-justice struggle as Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Nelson Mandela. 

And it is for this reason that my organization, Healing Children of Conflict, is requesting 
in 2015 that you follow in the footsteps of your predecessors in 1982 by adopting a 
resolution that will bind the City of Grand Rapids to divest from companies that are 
profiteering from the Israeli occupation of Palestine. That occupation is built on 
structures of institutional racism, segregation, repression, and exploitation that have no 
place in our world. If apartheid was bad for South Africans it's also bad for Palestinians 
and for Israelis too. And as an organization that devotes itself to promoting the welfare of 
children, we're particularly concerned about the ways in which Palestinian children are 
being needlessly deprived of a normal life and of the chance for a decent future by a state 
intent on treating the Palestinians as a subject people who in the words of an Israeli 
general must "know in their bones" that they are "a defeated people." Israeli bombs, 
bullets, and shells killed over 500 Palestinian children and wounded thousands during last 
summer's military invasion of Gaza, the third since 2008. My 14-year old son in Grand 
Rapids leads a normal healthy life. In contrast, his Palestinian counterpart in besieged 
Gaza has endured three invasions since he was 8, has seen his family members and 
friends being killed, and has either been rendered homeless by the bombing or seen 
whole neighborhoods reduced to rubble by Israel's US-supplied weapons. As for his 
counterpart in the occupied West Bank, he has seen his family or friend's home be 
bulldozed by the Israeli police, has been prevented from moving about freely, or has been 
harassed and even killed by aggressive armed Israeli settlers.   

What I have described is obviously no life for anybody, and to allow it to continue 
unchecked and indeed to fuel it further as the US government does is to be complicit in a 
grave injustice. It is also to allow Israelis to continue down a path that will not just bring 
more misery to the Palestinians but will also do profound self-harm to their people. 
Oppression dehumanizes not only the oppressed but the oppressor as well. It is for this 
reason that HCC supports Archbishop Tutu's plea to the people of Israel to liberate 
themselves by liberating Palestine. Since at this time a majority of Israelis are no more 
likely to agree to the liberation of Palestine than pro-apartheid white South Africans 
would have agreed to one person, one vote, Archbishop Tutu and countless other 
individuals and organizations and governments have endorsed Palestinian civil society's 
appeal to the people of the world to launch a campaign of Boycott, Divestment, and 



Sanctions directed at the Israeli state and at its enablers until such time as Israel abides by 
international law and ceases the oppression of the long-suffering Palestinian people. 

I therefore earnestly request that you do the right thing by not entering into contracts with 
corporations that are unconscionably profiteering from this situation. By so doing, you'll 
be joining the ranks of such medium sized progressive cities as Leicester in England and 
Portland in Oregon. As a resident of Grand Rapids since 1997, I have become fonder and 
fonder of my adoptive city, and I would be very proud indeed to learn that its Mayor and 
City Commission have once again taken a stand for justice and equal rights. 

Yours very respectfully, 

!
David Alvarez 



 
 
 
 
October 10, 2015 
 
 
 
The Honorable George Heartwell, Mayor 
& The Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave. NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
Dear Mayor Heartwell and City Commission: 
 
I am writing to endorse the campaign of Healing Children of Conflict requesting that the City of 
Grand Rapids divest from any current investments with companies or financial institutions doing 
business with the State of Israel and that it not sign any contracts with such companies for as 
long as the illegal Israeli occupation and colonization of Palestinian land continues. 
 
I understand that it can feel like the situation in Israel is far from us in terms of geography, 
impact on our daily lives, and our sphere of influence. My faith tradition, however, calls me to be 
a citizen of the world, to believe that the message of God, through Jesus, of compassion for the 
poor and marginalized applies everywhere, and to believe in the power of small acts. 
 
The considerable amount of reading I have done on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has led me to 
conclude that a grave injustice is being perpetrated on the Palestinian people at the hands of 
the government of Israel. I do not know what the solution is for the decades-old conflict between 
Arabs and Jews that began in 1948 with the mistaken premise that Palestine was a suitable 
“land  without  people  for  a  people  without  land.” It is clear that the behavior of the Israeli 
government in its conduct of the military occupation only prolongs the conflict, is not a path 
toward long-term resolution, and incites a response born of hopelessness and despair. And I am 
very certain that insufficient attention has been given in the West to the perspective of the 
Palestinian people.  
 
I would ask that the City of Grand Rapids consider the information brought forward by Healing 
Children of Conflict and take a stand in support of the international boycott, divestment and 
sanctions (BDS) campaign pressuring the state of Israel to end the occupation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Melissa J. Anderson 
1581 Laraway Lake Dr. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
616-498-8829 mobile 
mjapwa@gmail.com 



October 13, 2015 

Dear Mayor Heartwell and the Grand Rapids City Commissioners, 

I support Healing Children of Conflict's campaign for the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanction of Israel.  As a Palestinian-American, a Grand 
Rapids resident and a Human, I feel very strongly that we cannot continue to 
support the Israeli government, and their continued illegal occupation of 
Palestine. 

Sincerely 

Nidal Kanaan 



!!
334 Burton St. SE  

Grand Rapids MI 49507 
                                                                                       Phone: 616-206-3641   Fax: 616-570-0218    !
!

March 23, 2015 !
In light of the facts that: !
1. The State of Israel continues its violent, militarized occupation and settlement of Gaza, 
deadly assaults on Palestinian people — including the killing of thousands of children—and 
practices outright human and civil rights abuses against the people of Gaza; !

2. Veolia, a French multi-national corporation currently profiting from its operations in 
Gaza, also profits by selling power to more than 32 businesses and organizations in downtown 
Grand Rapids, including the City's offices, and; !

3. Veolia has perpetrated abuses against the environment around the world, including 
denying people access to the water occurring naturally in their habitats for drinking and daily 
hygiene activities; !

4. Our Kitchen Table (OKT) is a Grand Rapids, grass roots nonprofit that is charged with 
working for 

environmental justice, food justice and social justice. Veolia’s conduct concerning water rights 
perpetrates environmental injustice. Its steps to control water as a commodity denies people of 
color in other countries access to that water. By profiting from Israel’s apartheid policies in Gaza, 
Veolia perpetuates social injustice, i.e. ethnic-based repression of basic civil rights. Thus, OKT 
must take a stand against this corporation and  
its actions. !
Our Kitchen Table hereby endorses HCC’s BDS campaign calling for the City of Grand Rapids to 
sever its contract with Veolia.  !!
Lisa Oliver-King, Executive Director !
Board Members !!
Tamika Foster       Janice Hilliard !!!
Fonda Kingsley

OKTjustice.org      ●     OKTable1@gmail.com











October 12, 2015 !
The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor  
& The Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave, NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
     
The Society for Economic Equality [SEE] is a local organization that advocates for equal 
treatment of all people, especially in regard to economic opportunity. Israel relegates its 
Palestinian residents to second-class status, and in Gaza and the West Bank, to a barely 
survivable situation. We support the global BDS campaign to stop the Israeli occupation 
and settlement of Palestinian land. !
When faced with a similar campaign during the 1990's, the City of Grand Rapids joined 
the international boycott against the apartheid practices of South Africa. Now is the time 
for the City to help isolate Israel in order to oblige them to treat all residents of the land 
humanely, regardless of ethnicity and professed religion. !
At the SEE general meeting this summer, our membership voted to support Healing 
Children of Conflict's local Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign.  !
We urge the City of Grand Rapids to divest and refrain from doing business or engaging 
in cultural exchanges with the country of Israel, especially with organizations and 
businesses that profit from the misery of the Palestinian people, or have a record of 
discrimination, particularly in the West Bank and in Gaza.  !
Sincerely, !
The Society for Economic Equality



!
!
September 29, 2015 

!
!
Honorable Geroge Heartwell, Mayor and 
Grand Rapids City Commission 
City Hall 
300 Monroe Ave. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 !!
During its  General Synod 30, held June 26-30 in Cleveland, Ohio, the United Church of Christ 
approved a resolution calling for the church to take actions toward a just peace in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  As a delegate, I cast an affirmative vote.  This is an action rooted in the 
UCC’s historical commitment to covenantal justice achieved by non-violent means.   

Though our Synod does not demand allegiance for its actions from either congregations or 
clergy, it is my opinion that the current situation in Israel-Palestine commands our words, our 
prayers, and our actions. 

Strengthened by the call to the church to:  “secure its rightful place alongside other 
denominations and peace-seeking groups in the United States and around the world that are 
taking a public stand against the occupation of Palestinian territories by the Israeli government 
while promoting the human rights of the Palestinians and opposing the use of violence by 
either party,” I ask the City Commission to stand in public support and solidarity with the 
people of the region in seeking economic pressure to end human rights violations. 

This is an opportunity for our community to heed the words of the prophet Micah:        “ ‘And 
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?’ (Micah 6:8) - and we are reminded that we must conduct ourselves with 
kindness and humility even as we seek to counteract injustice anywhere and to stand in 
solidarity with its victims everywhere.” 

I support Healing of Children of Conflict's campaign to add the City of Grand Rapids to the 
growing list of cities and peace-seeking groups that join in efforts of boycott, divestment, and 
sanction in the occupied territories. !
Very truly yours,  

!
Rev. Ruth D. Fitzgerald 

!



October 13, 2015 
  
To the Honorable George Heartwell, Mayor 
And The Grand Rapids City Commission 
  
Good Evening, 
  
I have just recently learned of the efforts toward divestment of City of Grand Rapids 
investments with companies or financial institutions doing business with the State of 
Israel. I was asked to write a letter of support as although my official home is in West 
Michigan I spend much of my time living and teaching near Jerusalem. I have just 
recently returned here to so much pain and an increasingly volatile situation.  
  
I am sure you have heard some bits of news and felt some shock to hear about 
Palestinian attacks on Jewish Israelis these past weeks. What you haven't heard is that 
in many, yes not all, but many of these cases such as a 19 year old young man who was 
shot and killed at the demand of a settler gang, the official story of what happened is 
far from the truth. You also have not heard about the daily Palestinian victims of these 
settlers such as the family that was burned alive while they slept or the countless 
acres of agricultural lands destroyed. 
  
This morning I awoke to the sounds of fighter jets overhead. Today as I waited for a 
taxi I could here the guns and tear gas being fired into a crowd of university students 
protesting the current provocations. Tonight I hear children screaming and honestly do 
not know if they are screams of joyful play or something much worse. I try to tell my 
friends here that people in America are starting to listen. That the brutal assault on 
Gaza in the summer of 2014 was too much to ignore. Frankly, they don't believe me, 
and sometimes I don't believe me. 
  
Those friends include Jewish Israelis as well as Muslim and Christian (yes, Christian) 
Palestinians. The only real method open to them to protest is through the global call 
for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions. This is the only method that has shown to be 
effective in pressuring Israel to change its policies. As a result Israel has criminalized 
support for BDS within Israel and even the American Congress has attempted to do so. 
This tells us it works. Slowly, but it does work. 
  
Please help me to show my friends that their voices are heard and that their lives 
matter. I offer my sincerest request and offer my voice in support of a resolution by 
the Grand Rapids City Commission for divestment from all investments with companies 
and financial institutions doing business with the State of Israel. It is the just and 
courageous action to take. 
  
Sincerely, 
Samantha Young 



Calling for the City of Grand Rapids, Michigan, to Divest from Its Contract 1 

with Veolia Environmental and All of Its Subsidiaries 2 

 3 

From the Church Council 4 

of 5 

St. John's United Church of Christ 6 

1934 Bridge St NW 7 

Grand Rapid, MI 49504 8 

A Resolution of Witness 9 

Seeking the fulfillment of the Realm of God already in our midst, St. John's United Church of 10 

Christ envisions a just and peaceful community. It is the mission of this congregation to live 11 

God's presence, love our neighbors, and practice the values of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  12 

The psalmist celebrates, “How good it is when brothers and sisters dwell together in 13 

unity.” (Psalm 133) Yet today the Middle East is torn by disunity between Semitic 14 

brothers and sisters separated by “dividing walls of hostility.” (Ephesians 2:14) We hear 15 

the call of the prophet Micah, “And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 16 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) - and we are 17 

reminded that we must conduct ourselves with kindness and humility even as we seek to 18 

counteract injustice anywhere and to stand in solidarity with its victims everywhere.  19 

As disciples of Jesus, we hear and seek to heed Christ's call to be peacemakers: 20 

responding to violence with non-violence and extending love to all. In the words of the 21 

Kairos Palestine document, “True Christian theology is a theology of love and solidarity 22 

with the oppressed, a call to justice and equality among peoples.”1 (Kairos Palestine 2009 23 

– “A Moment of Truth”)2 24 

And so, as followers of Jesus, and in the spirit of the Psalmists and Prophets, we offer this 25 

resolution: 26 

WHEREAS the United Church of Christ has a long history of General Synod and other executive 27 

actions embodying its commitment to bringing a just and peaceful resolution to the conflict 28 

                                                 
1 http://www.kairospalestine.ps/content/kairos-document 
2 http://uccfiles.com/pdf/GS30-A-CALL-FOR-THE-UNITED-CHURCH-OF-CHRIST-TO-TAKE-ACTIONS-
TOWARD-A-JUST-PEACE-IN-THE-ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN-CONFLICT.pdf 



between the Palestinian people and the State of Israel, 3 and to being a Just Peace Church (GS 29 

15[1985]), and 30 

WHEREAS the United Church of Christ is deeply committed to interfaith relationships, having 31 

confessed to and renounced the sin of anti-Semitism (GS 23[2001]), and denouncing actions 32 

against Islam or Muslims based on ignorance or fear (GS 28[2011]), and 33 

WHEREAS past United Church of Christ General Synods have identified the Israeli occupation 34 

of Palestinian lands and its human rights abuses committed therein as a major source of conflict, 35 

and have called for the end of both construction and expansion of settlements (GS 18[1991]; GS 36 

21[1997]) while recognizing the complexity of the conflict and that it has caused suffering for 37 

both Palestinians and Israelis (GS 30[2015]); and 38 

WHEREAS the Thirtieth General Synod of the United Church of Christ has called upon 39 

churches and church members to study thoughtfully the Kairos Palestine document, as well as 40 

other perspectives on the occupied Palestinian territories, to reflect upon the theological truths 41 

within the Kairos Palestine document, and to take heed of its call for non-violent measures 42 

pressuring Israel to end the occupation in solidarity with the Palestinian people suffering under 43 

occupation; and 44 

WHEREAS the Thirtieth General Synod of the United Church of Christ has called upon local 45 

churches and church members to divest any direct or substantive indirect  holdings in companies 46 

profiting from or complicit in human rights violations arising from the occupation of the 47 

Palestinian Territories by the state of Israel, including, but not limited to Veolia Environmental 48 

and its subsidiaries until such time as these companies no longer profit from or are complicit in 49 

said human rights violations;4 and  50 

WHEREAS, Healing Children of Conflict is purposed to heal families and communities by 51 

facilitating medical treatment for children seriously wounded in conflicts involving the United 52 

                                                 
3  1967 General Synod Resolution: On the Middle East Situation, 1969 General Synod Resolution: On the Middle 
East situation, 1971 General Synod Resolution: The Middle East, 1973 Executive Council Resolution: Middle East 
Situation, 1979 General Synod Action: Communication to Presidents Sadat, Begin, and Carter, 1979 General Synod 
Resolution: Overture on Consultation on the Future of the City of Jerusalem, 1987 General Synod Resolution: The 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 1989 General Synod Resolution: On the Middle East, 1991 General Synod Resolution: 
Consequences of the Persian Gulf War for a Just Peace Church, 1991 General Synod Resolution: Support for the 
Men and Women of our Armed Forces, 1993 General Synod Resolution: Urging Reopening of East Jerusalem,  
1997 General Synod Resolution: Jerusalem City of Life, 1997 General Synod Resolution: Palestine/Israel, 1999 
General Synod Resolution: Bringing Justice and Peace to The Middle East, 2003 General Synod Resolution: An 
Alternative Voice to Christian Zionism, 2005 General Synod Resolution: Concerning Use of Economic Leverage in 
Promoting Peace in the Middle East, 2005 General Synod Resolution: Tear Down the Wall, 2007 Executive Council 
action on referred resolution “In Support of a Renewed and Balanced Study and Response to the Conflict Between 
Palestine and Israel”, 2013 Executive Council action on reports of implementation of 2005 “Economic Leverage” 
resolution, A Call for the United Church of Christ to Take Actions Toward a Just Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian 
Conflict 
4 A Call for the United Church of Christ to Take Actions Toward a Just Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
 



States, and thereby educates others about the root causes of those conflicts, and advocates for 53 

these children more generally, raising awareness and hope that helps strengthen our own 54 

community and creates new networks for social justice,"5  55 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. John's United Church of Christ Council:  56 

AFFIRMS and JOINS Healing Children of Conflict in calling upon the City of Grand Rapids, 57 

Michigan, to divest from its contract with Veolia Environmental and its subsidiaries until such 58 

time as these companies no longer profit from or are complicit in human rights violations arising 59 

from the occupation of Palestinian Territories by the government of Israel; 60 

DENOUNCES all persons supporting and/or perpetrating violence as a means to solving the 61 

ongoing conflict between the Palestinian people and the State of Israel; 62 

RECOGNIZES AND AFFIRMS that Judaism and the Jewish people are different from the 63 

government of Israel and its policies and actions, and in no do we condemn Judaism or the 64 

Jewish people; 65 

COMMITS itself to ongoing, interfaith dialogue and relationships with anyone working to 66 

peacefully establish a just peace between the government of Israel and the Palestinian people;  67 

CALLS upon our congregation members, the Grand Rapids City Commissioners, and the Grand 68 

Rapids community to study the basis for and documents referenced in this resolution, and to take 69 

similar action as individuals. 70 

We sincerely hope and pray that by joining this campaign we become one more weight tipping 71 

the scales of justice toward peace between the government of Israel and the Palestinian people.  72 

We also hope that our action encourages our sisters and brothers who are working in the Kairos 73 

Palestine movement6 and who are suffering under the burden of what many people, including 74 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, have called "apartheid."7 We further hope that this resolution affirms 75 

and expands our relationships and opportunities for dialogue with members of local Jewish 76 

communities in ways that exemplify the peace and justice for which we hope and pray together. 77 

Adopted this 19th day of August, 2015. 78 

 79 

 80 

                                                 
5 http://healingchildrenofconflict.com/about/ 
6 http://www.kairospalestine.ps/ 
7 http://mondoweiss.net/2015/06/endorses-divestment-unconscionable 
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Grand Rapids City Commission 
Main Office, City Hall - 2nd Floor 
300 Monroe Avenue NW 
Grand Rapids MI  49503 
 
October 9, 2015 
 
Dear City Commissioners: 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Justice and Peace Committee supports Healing 
Children of Conflict's BDS-inspired campaign, which calls on the city to divest from, and 
not enter into contracts with, companies that are profiteering from Israel’s oppression of 
Palestinians in general and of Palestinian children in particular. 
 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and other leaders in the South African freedom struggle have 
referred to the occupation as a form of apartheid. In the 1980s, the City of Grand Rapids 
divested from companies profiting from South Africa’s apartheid regime, and we call on 
the City Commissioners to take the same kind of action today. 
 
We feel very strongly that the people of Grand Rapids should not be forced to support the 
oppression of Palestinian people. The members of the Justice and Peace Committee of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, along with individuals and institutions around Grand 
Rapids and around the country, urge the city commission to speak out clearly against this 
oppression. 
 
We urge you to carefully consider this campaign and take action as soon as possible. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Justice and Peace Committee 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 



Susan Duesbery!
321 Madison Ave. SE!
Apt. 1!
Grand Rapids, MI!
49503 !!!
The Honorable George Heartwell Mayor & The Grand Rapids City Commission!
City Hall!
300 Monroe Ave. NW!
Grand Rapids, MI!
49503!!
Dear Honorable George Heartwell Mayor & The Grand Rapids City Commission,!!
I am passionately appealing to you to divest from any companies that support the Israeli 
occupation of Palestine.  This occupation defies international law and oppresses 
Palestinian people in an extreme and far-reaching manner and with impunity.  The 
institutional racism and segregation to which Palestinians are regularly subjected to has 
wreaked havoc, causing thousands of lost lives, demolished homes, whole generations 
growing up in refugee camps, and lost livelihoods. It has destroyed olive groves, 
schools, and hospitals and devastated infrastructure of roads, water and sewage.  
These human rights abuses also devastate children, whole families, and communities. !!
It saddens and sickens me to know that my tax dollars are used to fund companies who 
support this military occupation, both in overt and covert ways.  I do not want this blood 
on my hands, and I’m sure you don't either.  I know that you work hard to stand up for 
the rights of the oppressed and to support equal rights for all people here in our own 
city.  But we cannot ignore the pleas of those in far off lands who are suffering at the 
hands of companies supported by our hard-earned money.  History has taught us that 
no one is free until everyone is free. !!
Please, demonstrate these beliefs by sending a message to the state of Israel that 
Grand Rapids will not align itself with a system that is intent on denying the Palestinian 
people what all people should have a right to:  the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.  I implore you to take this peaceful but firm stance on this issue and to do 
the right thing as you did in 1982 when you divested from companies doing business 
with apartheid South Africa.   !!
Sincerely,!
Susan Duesbery !!
 



October 12, 2015 

!
To the Grand Rapids City Commission: 

!
We join our voices to those of others in asking that the Grand Rapids City Commission resolve 
itself to not spend any more public money on companies that profit from the Israeli 
occupation.   

!
As members of Healing Children of Conflict, we are mostly interested in the impact of the 
Israeli occupation on children. Healing Children of Conflict, a Grand Rapids-based non-
government organization, concentrates on healing children wounded in conflicts by American-
made weapons, and on healing communities affected by those conflicts, both communities 
abroad and our own community. We work at educating people about the sources of these 
conflicts in the hopes of ending them and not repeating them. It distresses me that so many 
American communities do business with multi-national corporations whose business includes 
building the structures of the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land. I am convinced 
that most communities do this thoughtlessly, due to being uninformed both about the conflict 
and about the companies with whom they contract their work. 

!
Yet we have been truly heartened to see one such company, Veolia, with whom Grand Rapids 
does business, disinvest from its work in the occupied West Bank. The company has freely 
admitted that it made this change due to pressure from citizens and communities who were 
concerned about the situation in Palestine. To us this clearly indicates that grass-roots 
pressure brought by ordinary people can change evil practices anywhere in the world.  

!
This is exactly what we’re asking the Grand Rapids City Commission to do, to let other 
companies know that as a city we are going to act to try to change the way Israel conducts 
itself in Palestine. Please draft a resolution stating that Grand Rapids will no longer do 
business with companies who profit from this illegal and abominable occupation. 

!
       Sincerely, 

       Douglas A. Howard 

       Sandra L. Howard 

!



October 13, 2015

The Honorable George Heartwell, Mayor 
and The Grand Rapids City Commission
City Hall
300 Monroe Ave, NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Dear City Commissioners:

It is with urgent concern for the people stuck under the weight of the Israeli occupation that I 
write in support of the campaign led by the Healing Children of Conflict coalition. Especially as 
the fraught situation escalates day by day, inflicting suffering with each casualty, this initiative is 
incredibly timely. The city of Grand Rapids has a tremendous opportunity to endorse the de-
militarization of this land by divesting from companies that profit from such violence and 
oppression.

I am a West Michigan native who has recently come back to my home state to pursue graduate 
studies in intercultural education, as my personal experience has taught me about the power of 
learning through exchange across different cultures. Prior to my return, I spent several years in 
the Holy Land, where I was blessed with dear friends throughout Israel and Palestine, whom I 
care about deeply. This concern informs my insistence that Michiganders take a stand for peace, 
justice, security, and the human rights of all those who inhabit this ancient, sacred corner of the 
world. The militarized culture of the occupation bears down on all Palestinians on a daily basis; it 
also has left indelible scars on Israelis as well. 

It’s imperative that we do what we can to encourage civility and support human dignity, while 
discouraging gross abuses of power — divesting from companies that profit from death, 
destruction, and misery is a step that Grand Rapids can and should take at this crucial stage. 
Thank you for your consideration of this important matter, and for your moral courage to join 
this growing movement for peace and justice. 

Sincerely,

PS — This letter to the commission included my name and current contact information, but for the 
purposes of sharing it online, I prefer to remove this searchable information so that I am less likely to be 
identified for extra questioning and possible “denied entry” when I return to Israel in the future. 



Grand Rapids City Commission  
Main Office, City Hall - 2nd Floor  
300 Monroe Avenue NW  
Grand Rapids MI 49503  
 
October 9, 2015  
 
Dear City Commissioners:  
 
As a native of Grand Rapids, MI and one with Palestinian roots, I urge the respectable city 
commission to take appropriate action in supporting the Palestinian people in their plight for 
liberation and their fight against injustice. As I am typing this letter to the members of city 
council, The Israeli Defense Force has shot a 13-year-old Palestinian boy. Israeli forces have 
killed 12 Palestinians and injured more than 900 during the last few days of attacks across the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, and inside present-day Israel. These “clashes,” as 
mainstream media would like to refer to them, are only the recent violence inflicted upon the 
Palestinians. Violence against Palestinians has been ongoing for many decades. These are a 
people with no military, no navy, no air force-- no means to defend themselves. The city that my 
family and I call home indirectly supports the atrocities conducted by the Israeli government.   !
We have an obligation to every last victim of this illegal aggression, for all of this carnage has 
been done in our name. In these times, remaining silent on our responsibility to the world and its 
future is criminal, and in light of our complicity in the supreme crimes against humanity in 
Palestine and ongoing violations of the UN charter and international law, how dare any American 
criticize the actions of legitimate resistance to illegal occupation?  !
Palestinian society today is defined by house raids, death squads, checkpoints, detentions, 
curfews, blood in the streets, and constant violence. We must dare to speak out in support of the 
Palestinian people, who resist and endure the horrific existence brought upon them.  !
We must be on the right side of history. Endorse the BDS movement (Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions) until Israel complies with international law and stops its construction of illegal 
settlements. This stance is similar to the stance many nations and businesses took against 
apartheid South Africa, and the stance many businesses, universities and nations are taking now 
towards Israel.  !
As a citizen of this country, a resident of Grand Rapids, who works and goes to school in this 
great city, I am not asking the city commissioners to choose a “side,” nor am I asking for a 
political solution. I am asking that this city not fund the loss of innocent lives in the holiest land 
of the Abrahamic faiths.  
 
Sincerely.  


